
DEAR BOARD MEMBERS,

I AM WRITING TO INFORM YOU OF SEVERAL REASONS WHY WE THINK THE
INSTALLATIONS OF SOLAR PANELS IN BARREN AND ALL OF KY. IS A VERY BAD IDEA
AND HOPE YOU WILL VOTE AGAINST THIS PROJECT.

IF APPROVED, WHEN THE PANELS ARE NO LONGER FUNCTIONAL, WHAT WILL THE
COUNTY DO WITH 2,300 ACRES OF DEPLETED SOLAR PANELS? THEY ARE NOT
RECYCLABLE AND ARE NOT ACCEPTED AT LAND FIELDS. IT IS PROBABLE THAT THIS
PROJECT WILL BE SOLD TO NEW OWNERS AND THAT LLC WILL NOT BE IN EXISTENCE
TO FULFILL THE DE-COMMISSIONING OF THIS BLIGHT ON OUR COMMUNITY

IT WILL REDUCE OUR STANDING AS A TOP AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY AND WILL
REDUCE SUPPORT TO LOCAL FARM PRODUCT PROVIDERS

SOLAR PANELS DO NOT BELONG IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS.

MY HUSBAND AND I ARE LAND OWNERS HERE IN BARREN COUNTY AND WOULD NOT
LIKE TO VIEW A FIELD OF PANELS ACROSS FROM OUR PROPERTY EVERY DAY.

WHILE THE PANELS THEMSELVES MIGHT BE PASSIVE, THE INSTALLATION PROCESS IS
ANYTHING BUT. TO REDUCE AIRBORNE DUST DURING CONSTRUCTION, COMPANIES
SPRAY CHEMICAL DUST SUPPRESSANTS, MANY OF WHICH ARE CONTAMINATING THE
VERY LAND AND WATER THEY CLAIM TO PROTECT. IN FACT, SEVERAL COMMONLY
USED SUPPRESSANTS CONTAIN MAGNESIUM CHLORIDE AND CALCIUM CHLORIDE,
WHICH CAN LEACH INTO NEARBY PONDS AN]) RAISE SALINITY LEVELS, MAKING THE
WATER TOXIC FOR FISH, PLANTS AND LIVESTOCK.

PLEASE READ THE ENCLOSED NEWSPAPER ARTICLE BY MOLLIE ENGELHART ON WHY
THIS IS ALSO A BAD IDEA. PLEASE VOTE NO FOR THIS PROJECT.

SINCERELY, ROBERT AND EDITH BELL
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Robert Bell
3277 BristletoWfl Rd
Glasgow, KY 42141-7827



Solar Panels, Poisoned Land,

By Mollie Engeihart

—

While many headlines are
celebrating italy’s recent
decision to ban solar panels
on productive farmland,

— - others are still wondering:

Couldn’t solar panels actually support

regenerative farms? After all, we’ve seen

systems that incorporate sheep grazing

under ground-mounted arrays. I
But let’s be clear—solar panels are not

a panacea, and we are far from “t

anything with the current i

alternative energy.
I live in Central Texas, where r

counties have few regulations—which,

frankly, is one of the reasons I moved

here. But even here, where independence

runs deep, I’m watching a quiet takeover

unfold. Solar farms are popping up on

perfectly good farmland, not in concert

• with animals, not integrated into diversi

• fled systems, but displacing food produc

• tion entirely. That’s not progress—that’s

regression in disguise.
Anyone who’s followed my work knows

that I believe local food systems are a

matter of national security. We should be

treating farms like infrastructure—just isolar plant in Kayenta, AriL, on June 23,2.

as vital as bridges, roads, or power lines.

Instead, we’re watching prime land get w.. .
avy cost: child labor in Congo- in mass

covered in metal and glass, creating heat lese c• evastating lithium cx- guise of

• islands, displacing wildlife, and doing tract - waste from rare earth into stat

nothing to feed our communities. n:: r ng. Much of the panel forced

And it getsworse. While the panels assembly takes place in China, often global s

themselves might be passive, the instal- under poor and exploitative labor condi- the pro

lation process is anything but. To reduce tions, with forced labor still a concern in rial tha

airborne dust during construction, certain provinces. .
These l

companies spray chemical dust suppres- The very supply chain that powers the market

sants—many of which are containinat- green energy movement is laced with Mear

ing the very land and water they claim human suffering and ecological devasta- prisont

to protect. In fact, several commonly tión. I-low is it ethical—or sustainable—to cive ]&

used suppressants contain magnesium outsource that burden in the name of withh

chloride and calcium chloride, which can progress? . .
it’s

leach into nearby ponds and raise salin- The groups most associated with depei:

ity levels, making the water toxic for fish, forced labor in China include the Falun laborL

plants, and livestock. • Gong spiritual group and the Uyghurs, • 1 pe

But the environmental and ethical a Muslim ethnic minority living primar- longe

problems don’t stop at land use. The ily in the Xinjiang region. These groups pond
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